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Project rational/ What isthe specific question being asked?

The project proposes studies to investigate the implications of the red alga Heterosiphonia
japonica on benthic marine communities in Wales.

Heter osiphonia japonica has rapidly spread around much of the UK and has been recorded as
occurring in avariety of rocky and mixed infralittoral communities. Its presence has been
observed as varying from afew individuals present in alocation to H. japonica forming a
dense and dominant turf over considerable areas to the exclusion of native red algal species.
There are reports of it smothering Serpulid reefs of Ireland (Lin Baldock pers comm) and
smothering the uppper circalittoral in Scotland.

http://search.conduit.com/results.aspx?g=serpul id+reef+covered+with+Heteros phoni a+j aponicatin+l
reland& Suggest=& stype=Results& FollowOn=True& CUI=UN41672896943055093& UM=UM_ID&
SelfSearch=1& SearchType=SearchWeb& SearchSource=15& ctid=CT 3220468& octid=CT 3220468

Very little is known about the implications of the establishment of this species on the biology
and ecology of Welsh benthic marine communities, nor its persistence in the localities where
it has become established.
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