Information on the New Wales Biodiversity Partnership and the role of members

April 2007

The Wales Environment Strategy was published by the Welsh Assembly Government last April and the action plan for this identified 3 actions for the WBP:

Action 36: The Wales Biodiversity Partnership will be reconfigured to provide a leadership role and an expert steer on priorities for action on biodiversity in Wales by October 2006

Action 37: We will develop a Biodiversity Framework for Wales explaining the role, remits and processes essential to biodiversity protection and enhancement in Wales.

Action 38: We will bring together standardised guidance to the development of local wildlife site systems.

The new Wales Biodiversity Partnership has a different structure to the original. The Partnership now consists of a wide network of people who have a role to play in biodiversity conservation in Wales. It includes all LBAP Partnership members, all staff of Local Record Centres, all Association of Local Authority Ecologists (ALGE) members and all Biodiversity Champions. In addition it includes all those who have so far applied to become members. 

The main objective of the Partnership is to enable and deliver biodiversity and this requires a strategic steer. The WBP Steering Group consists of around 30 members chosen from appropriate public, private and voluntary sector groups and organisations in Wales. It has been set up to work on behalf of the Partnership to coordinate Wales level actions. The Steering Group provides a leadership role and is the decision making group; however, it does not act exclusively. The Steering Group makes decisions depending on the advice and expertise available throughout the wider partnership. Currently there are 6 mechanisms which members of the wider partnership can use to contribute to the decision making process.

1. Task and Finish groups: WBP members are invited to sit on Task and Finish Group set up to address specific issues identified at WBP Steering Group meetings (please refer to your original e-mail attachment for a current list)

2. Policy Gateway initiatives: All Welsh Assembly Government policies are subject to Policy Gateway Sessions and we (the WBP Support Team) are informed as and when opportunities for involvement arise. WBP members are invited to represent biodiversity interests at these sessions.

3. Consultation opportunities: We circulate relevant consultations to WBP members to ensure that they have the opportunity to respond. In the past too many of these opportunities have been missed due to lack of information

4. WBP Steering Group papers: Papers for the WBP Steering Group meetings are available on the WBP website at least 1 week before the meeting. You will be able to feed back comments through a member of the Support Team (in your case me). In addition minutes from each meeting will be posted on the web. You will receive e-mails to let you know when these items are available to view.

5. WBP Annual Conference: All members will be invited to attend the annual WBP Conference, which will be held in Wrexham this year on September 12th and 13th. Attendees will be required to pay, however there will be a limited number of free places for members who contribute to WBP in their own time.

6. Correspondence: You will, from time to time, receive e-mails identifying action for everyone. Please feel free get involved in any of these opportunities to contribute to the decision making process.

The Wales Biodiversity Support Team: The Secretariat has been developed into the new WBP Support team as the new WBP has a broader remit and involves more people.  The Support Team is made up of:

Juliet Hynes: Local BAP Support Officer (South East and Mid Wales) and all-Wales Technical Officer. In her all-Wales role Juliet is currently supporting LBAP Partnerships in their use of the  Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS). She is also producing an Induction Pack for new LBAP Coordinators and Partners, and is involved in a Stakeholder analysis for Biodiversity.

Sean McHugh: LBAP Support Officer for South and West Wales and all-Wales Communication Officer. In his all-Wales role Sean is currently responsible for organising the annual WBP Conference and overseeing the Wales Biodiversity Week (June 9th to 17th). Sean also manages the WBP website.

Juliet and Sean are both hosted by the Wildlife Trust.

Julia Korn: LBAP Support Officer for North Wales and all-Wales Policy Officer. In her all-Wales role she is involved in working with key organisations to increase their capacity to support local delivery and identifying opportunities to influence policy at a UK, Wales and Local level. In addition she has been supporting the induction of the new staff above. She work part time and is hosted by CCW (whom she also work for).

Gaynor Ainscough: Works for CCW and supports Julia’s work one day a week.

The team is managed Diana Reynolds from the Welsh Assembly Government and her team at the Assembly also support the work of the WBP. Delcie Simkin collates and circulates much of the information for the WBP and the Support Team, and Michelle Calnan provides communication/links with other part of the Assembly and with UK Government Departments. 

All the changes explained above are set out in the Wales Biodiversity Framework which is due to be published on the WBP website in April 2007. The website address is www.biodiversitywales.org.uk.
