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UK HABITAT ACTION PLAN

Inland Rock Outcrop and Scree Habitats
1.
Biological Status

This habitat covers a wide range of rock types, varying from acidic to highly calcareous and  comprises five Annex I habitat types and seven NVC communities.  Rock ledges with NVC type U16 are included as are two chasmophytic vegetation types in the lowlands. Serpentine habitats and related metallophyte vegetation are excluded as they fall within the Calaminarian grasslands priority habitat. Limestone pavements and coastal cliff and ledge habitats are also separate priority habitats.
Natural rock exposures support a wide range of communities.  Screes are typically dominated by Cryptogramma crispa and other ferns, lichens and bryophytes.  On cliff ledges, tall herbs such as Sedum rosea and Angelica sylvestris are generally abundant.  Chasmophytic vegetation (in rock crevices) is usually dominated by ferns such as Asplenium viride and small herbs such as Thymus polytrichus and Saxifraga spp. Bryophytes and lichens also occur in crevices but are also able to flourish on the open rock surfaces where there is a lack of competition from vascular plants.
The inaccessibility of rock habitats to grazing animals, especially of rock ledges, provides a refuge for many vascular plants that are sensitive to grazing, including numerous local and rare species. Notable species of upland rock and scree habitats include Athyrium distentifolium, Woodsia ilvensis, Carex rupestris, Cicerbita alpina and Saxifraga cespitosa. 
The botanically rich rock habitats support a number of notable invertebrate species. Key groups include beetles such as Leistus montanus and Nebria nivalis , Diptera such as species of Tipula spp, Thricops spp and Helina vicina, and spiders such as Pardosa trailli. 
This BAP priority habitat is important as nesting habitat for the chough, raven, snow bunting, ring ouzel & St Kilda wren..  Annex I birds (http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-1373), principally golden eagle and peregrine use these cliff habitats as part of their feeding range.  Some of these bird species are listed as Birds of conservation concern http://www.bto.org/psob/index.htm). 

The habitat encompasses the following NVC types:

U16  Luzula sylvatica – Vaccinium myrtillus tall-herb community

U17  Luzula sylvatica – Geum rivale tall-herb community
U18  Cryptogramma crispa – Athyrium distentifolium snow-bed community 

U21  Cryptogramma crispa – Deschampsia flexuosa community  
OV38  Gymnocarpium robertianum – Arrhenatherum elatius community
OV39  Asplenium trichomanes – Asplenium ruta-muraria community
OV40  Asplenium viride – Cystopteris fragilis community
2.
Component habitats of the BAP Priority Habitat – Inland rock outcrop & scree habitats
2.1
Calcareous rocky slope
This type of vegetation is found where plants grow out of crevices and cracks in calcareous rocks, often in somewhat shaded or sheltered situations such as gullies or overhangs, or among the crevices of boulder scree. Ferns and mosses are the most prominent plant constituents. Depending on the situation, the vegetation may range from being quite sparse to quite dense, but it is usually fragmented and limited in extent. It can occur over a wide range of altitudes.
	Annex I types included
	NVC types included

	Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation (H8210).
	OV39  Asplenium trichomanes - Asplenium ruta-muraria community

OV40  Asplenium viride - Cystopteris fragilis community


2.2  
Calcareous scree
The vegetation is normally sparse and fragmented, but may thicken up in places, and is dominated by herbs, ferns, mosses and lichens. Calcareous screes and boulder fields may occur over a wide range of altitudes. It is developed on broken rocks and boulders of various sizes rather than fissures in solid rock. The Natura type ‘Calcareous and calcschist screes of the montane to alpine levels’ is usually represented by partially vegetated scree or rubble from calcareous rocks. Ferns and grasses are the most prominent elements of the vegetation accompanied by lesser amounts of herbs and mosses. It normally occurs where there is some protection from grazing but it is also vulnerable to invasion by trees and shrubs. Limestone fern (Gymnocarpium robertianum) does not tolerate dense shade and is likely to disappear if a closed woodland or scrub canopy develops.
	Annex 1 Types included
	NVC types included

	Calcareous & calcschist screes of the montane to alpine levels (Thlaspietea rotundifolii)  H8120
	For Calcareous & calcschist screes of the montane to alpine levels 

OV38 Gymnocarpium robertianum – Arrhenatherum elatius community
For other calcareous scree:

OV39 Asplenium trichomanes – Asplenium ruta-muraria community

OV40 Asplenium viride – Cystopteris fragilis community

CG14 Dryas octopetala – Silene acaulis ledge community may occur in fragmentary form

Other NVC communities may occur in fragmentary form where the scree is more stable.


2.3
Siliceous rocky slope

This is found where plants grow from crevices and cracks in siliceous rocks, often in somewhat shaded or sheltered situations such as gullies or overhangs. Ferns and mosses are the most prominent plant constituents.  Depending on the situation, the vegetation may vary in density, but it is usually fragmented and limited in extent.  It can occur over a wide range of altitudes.

	Annex 1 Types included
	NVC types included

	Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation (H8220).
	Not well covered by the NVC, but vegetation similar to U21 Cryptogramma crispa - Deschampsia flexuosa community may spread into this sort of situation in places.


2.4
Siliceous scree

The vegetation here is normally sparse and fragmented, but may thicken up in places, and is dominated by ferns and mosses, with fine-leaved grasses moderately frequent.  Scattered herbs, dwarf-shrubs and patches of lichens may also occur.  Siliceous screes and boulder fields can occur over a wide range of altitudes.  The characteristic parsley fern (Cryptogramma crispa) may become sparse or absent at high altitudes, and in some geographical areas (e.g. Northern Ireland). 

	Annex 1 Types included
	NVC types included

	Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels (Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) (H8110)
	U18  Cryptogramma crispa - Athyrium distentifolium snow-bed 

U21  Cryptogramma crispa - Deschampsia flexuosa community.

A variety of other NVC communities may occur in fragmentary form where the scree is more stable.  There may be other community types not described by the NVC


2.5
Tall herbs (upland)
The Natura type ‘Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels’ is tall herb vegetation, dominated mainly by tall herbaceous flowering plants and characteristic of rather calcareous situations with the greatest abundance and diversity of tall herb species.  It can be species rich, but sometimes just one species is dominant. This vegetation usually occurs on base-rich, mesotrophic soils, where there is protection from grazing, so it usually occurs on steep slopes and cliff ledges.  The range of occurrence is wide, from 300 m to as high as 1000 m, with differences in species composition according to altitude.
Other tall herb vegetation, on more acidic substrates, tends to be less distinctive, and forms moderately tall vegetation composed of lush mixtures of dwarf-shrubs, ferns (other than bracken) and greater woodrush (Luzula sylvatica).  The other tall herbs are less prevalent; the bryophytes can sometimes be moderately abundant.  This feature type occurs on relatively base-poor, rather moist or slightly flushed, humic soils where there is some protection from grazing and burning.  The non-Natura type is less attractive, and less heavily impacted by grazing animals, than the Natura type, and, not being confined to base-rich situations, tends to occur rather more extensively: (however, it is still largely confined to steep slopes, broken ground and cliff ledges).   

Some forms of CG10 and U4 may have suppressed tall herbs present (e.g. meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), water avens (Geum rivale), globe flower (Trollius europaeus)) in some situations, and could have the potential to develop into this community.  

	Annex 1 Types included
	NVC types included

	Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels (H6430).
	U16  Luzula sylvatica - Vaccinium myrtillus tall herb community.

U17  Luzula sylvatica - Geum rivale tall herb community.

U19  Thelypteris limbosperma - Blechnum spicant community.

The following may also represent suppressed or incipient tall herb vegetation:

U4 Festuca ovina - Agrostis capillaris - Galium saxatile grassland, provisional Filipendula ulmaria sub-community

CG10 Festuca ovina - Agrostis capillaris - Thymus praecox grassland, with suppressed tall herb species present.


JNCC Common Standards Monitoring Guidance for Upland Habitats:- http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-2237
3.
Geographic distribution and extent 
The habitat occurs throughout the uplands, and is particularly characteristic of high altitudes, but is also found at low altitudes notably in northern Scotland.   Acidic rock and scree are especially widespread, whereas calcareous communities are restricted by the underlying geology and good stands of tall-herb vegetation also tend to be restricted by heavy grazing.  As some of these habitats are so widespread, they may be constituents of SSSIs but not notified as a feature of the site.  These are difficult habitats to measure and survey and there are no comprehensive data available for the extent of these habitats in the UK, so reliable extent data are not available but the following broad estimates for the Annex I habitats are included in Table 1.  
Further information on the extent of all these habitats can be found in the JNCC FCS Audit Trails at:  http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-4064
Table 1.  Estimated extent (ha) of inland rock outcrop & scree habitats in the UK*
	Country
	Calcareous slopes
	Siliceous slopes
	Calcareous scree
	Siliceous scree
	Tall-herb

	Scotland
	150-250
	35,000-40,000
	100-200
	50,000-70,000
	150-250

	Wales 
	<100
	<1,000
	<100
	3,000
	45-50

	England
	100-500
	1,000-1,500
	300-500
	3,000-3,500
	30-40

	N Ireland
	present
	present
	present
	present
	15

	UK
	300-900
	37,000-43,000
	500-800
	50,000-80,000
	240-350


*All figures are estimates based on expert opinion and vegetation surveys undertaken by the different agencies 
4.
Current factors affecting the habitat & habitat condition
Many rock habitats, especially cliff faces, rock ledges, gorges and boulder fields are inaccessible to grazing animals and are unmanaged. Others are more accessible such as fine screes and gently sloping rock outcrops and in such situations, grazing may keep the vegetation in check. Burning can affect the more heather-rich rock faces with fires spreading up on to rocky slopes from fires below.
The habitat itself is under less of a risk than many of the species it supports. Rock faces and ledges tend to be protected from damage by fire and grazing by their inaccessibility but there can be impacts around the margins.  Physical damage to the habitat can be very localised e.g. through quarrying or use of scree for footpath repair. Heavy grazing pressure on adjacent habitats may lead to increased pressure on these areas. Feral goats pose a particular threat in some areas and grazing by rabbits has been serious on screes in the Derbyshire Dales. Screes can be threatened locally by erosion due to trampling by grazing animals and by recreational activities, both of which can reduce vegetation cover and may result in the loss of important fern species.   Conversely, in some cases, lack of disturbance or grazing can result in the overgrowth of vegetation and consequent loss of characteristic species.  The impact of air pollution on these habitats is uncertain.  
Some of these vegetation types, particularly those with arctic-alpine species, are represented at the edge of their range in the UK and so could be indicators of the early effects of climate change.   Climate change poses threats to the habitat, such as increased instability and landslips but also particular threats for arctic-alpine species of high-altitude rock habitats, which may become locally extinct.  The increasing confinement of grazing sensitive plant species to rocky, inaccessible localities creates small isolated populations in which sexual reproduction is restricted, thus potentially reducing genetic variation together with future adaptability of these populations, making them more susceptible to the effects of climate change.  By increasing their population sizes, there is the possibility of increasing their genetic base and thus their ability to adapt to some environmental changes.   However, many of these species grow on high, exposed, north-facing cliff sites and so in the short term may be buffered to a certain extent from the effects of increasing temperatures and competition from more widespread species.  
These habitats provide important refuges for grazing-sensitive species which can colonise adjacent habitats if restored e.g. through reduction of grazing.  Management is therefore needed to reduce pressures on these habitats and allow the vegetation to spread beyond its currently restricted sites onto adjacent, accessible rocky ground.  This would not only improve the habitat extent and condition, but also increase the population sizes of a number of upland rare species.  In addition to this, it may be that initially we have to intervene even further by moving plants to help with species re-establishment and spread where management changes will not have an effect in time or in space to ensure the survival of some species.  This is already being undertaken in some sites and there is a long history of this kind of management, perhaps related to different factors in the past, but relevant to the climate change issue now.   Nature reserves would be ideal localitites to experiment with such management.
Availability of data on the condition of upland rock outcrop and scree habitats is limited, but the first six year report for the UK on Common Standards Monitoring for designated sites (Williams 2006) reported that a total of 58% of inland rock, scree and limestone pavement were in favourable condition.  This is above the average for terrestrial habitats and reflects the nature of the rocky habitats involved.   56% of the SSSI/ASSI features and 60% of SAC features were reported to be in favourable condition.  14% of A/SSSI and 20% of SAC features reported are unfavourable-recovering and 29% of rock crevice, 28% of scree and 21% of tall-herb ledge habitat features monitored were in unfavourable condition.  The adverse activity reported as having the greatest impact leading to unfavourable condition of the habitat was overgrazing which has a particularly heavy impact on the rare and restricted plant species associated with this habitat.  
For further information on UK results go to: http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-3526. 
More detailed data is held at the country level.
5.
Links with other action plans and species
This is one of the most valuable habitat complexes in the uplands for flora (vascular and lower plants) and for invertebrates. Many nationally rare, nationally scarce and uncommon plants are associated with it, including 16 Hieracium and 10 Sorbus species.  Other UK BAP priority vascular plant species include Cicerbita alpina, confined to a few ledges in the Caenlochan area, Artemisia norvegica, Hieracium Sect. Alpestria, Salix lanata and Woodsia ilvensis. Several priority lichens and bryophytes are also restricted to this habitat type.  Upland calcareous grassland and montane habitats can also occur in intimate association with these rocky habitats with gradations from one to the other.
Due to the relatively inaccessible nature of some of the habitats in this plan and consequent relative lack of disturbance, there are a number of priority species associated with inland rock outcrops and screes, many of these being species at the southern edge of their range.
Table 2.   BAP Priority species associated with Inland rock and scree habitats*
	Scientific name
	Common name
	Presence in country

	
	
	Scotland
	Wales
	England
	N Ireland

	Artemisia norvegica
	Norwegian Mugwort
	*
	
	
	

	Ajuga pyramidalis
	Pyramidal Bugle
	*
	
	*
	

	Anastrophyllum joergensenii
	Joergensen`s Notchwort
	*
	
	
	

	Anomodon longifolius
	Long-leaved Tail-moss
	*
	
	
	

	Arenaria norvegica subsp. norvegica
	Arctic Sandwort
	*
	
	
	

	Argynnis adippe
	High Brown Fritillary
	
	
	*
	

	Aricia artaxerxes
	Northern Brown Argus
	
	
	*
	

	Asplenium trichomanes subsp pachyrachis  
	A maidenhair spleenwort
	
	*
	
	

	Astragalus alpinus
	Alpine Milk-vetch
	*
	
	
	

	Barbilophozia kunzeana
	Bog paw-wort
	*
	
	
	

	Boloria euphrosyne
	Pearl-bordered Fritillary
	
	
	*
	

	Boloria selene
	Small pearl-bordered fritillary
	
	*
	*
	

	Brodoa intestiniformis
	a Lichen
	*
	
	
	

	Bryoerythrophyllum caledonicum
	Scottish Beard-moss
	*
	
	
	

	Bryoria nadvornikiana
	A lichen
	
	
	*
	

	Cerastium arcticum
	Arctic Mouse-ear
	*
	*
	
	

	Cicerbita alpina
	Alpine Blue-sow-thistle
	*
	
	
	

	Clinopodium acinos
	Basil Thyme 
	*
	*
	
	

	Cochlearia micacea
	Mountain Scurvy-grass
	*
	
	
	

	Coeloglossum viride
	Frog Orchid
	*
	
	*
	*

	Collema fragile
	a Lichen
	*
	
	*
	

	Cotoneaster cambricus 
	Wild cotoneaster
	
	*
	
	

	Daltonia splachnoides
	Irish Daltonia
	*
	
	
	*

	Erigeron borealis
	Alpine Fleabane
	*
	
	
	

	Euphrasia ostenfeldii
	Eyebright
	*
	*
	*
	

	Euphrasia rivularis 
	An eyebright
	
	*
	*
	

	Eurhynchium pulchellum
	Elegant Feather-moss
	*
	
	
	*

	Galeopsis angustifolia
	Red Hemp Nettle
	
	
	*
	

	Gentianella campestris
	Field gentian
	
	
	
	*

	Grimmia elongata
	Brown Grimmia
	*
	
	*
	

	Gyalecta ulmi
	Elm gyalecta (a Lichen)
	*
	
	*
	

	Gyalidea roseola
	a Lichen
	*
	
	
	

	Helianthemum oelandicum subsp. levigatum
	Hoary rockrose
	
	
	*
	

	Hieracium backhousei
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium calvum
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium graniticola
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium grovesii
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium insigne
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium kennethii
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium larigense
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium leptodon
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium macrocarpum
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium notabile
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium optimum
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium pseudocurvatum
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium pseudopetiolatum
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Hieracium subgracilentipes
	Borrowdale hawkweed
	
	
	*
	

	Hieracium sect. Alpestria
	Hawkweed
	*
	
	*
	

	Hygrohypnum styriacum
	Snow Brook-moss
	*
	
	
	

	Juniperus communis
	Juniper
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Lecania chlorotiza
	a Lichen
	*
	
	
	

	Lecanora achariana
	Tarn lechanora (a Lichen)
	*
	
	
	

	Marsupella arctica
	Arctic Rustwort
	*
	
	
	

	Martes martes
	Pine Marten
	*
	
	
	*

	Megalomus hirtus
	Bordered Brown Lacewing
	*
	
	
	

	Melampyrum sylvaticum
	Small Cow-wheat
	*
	
	
	

	Minuartia rubella
	Mountain Sandwort
	*
	
	
	

	Minuartia sedoides
	Cyphel
	*
	
	
	

	Osmia parietina
	Wall Mason Bee
	
	*
	*
	

	Peltigera lepidophora
	Ear-lobed Dog-lichen
	*
	
	
	

	Peltigera venosa
	a Lichen
	*
	
	*
	

	Phaeophyscia endococcina
	a Lichen
	*
	
	
	

	Pilosella flagellaris subsp. bicapitata
	Shetland mouse-ear-hawkweed
	*
	
	
	

	Plagiobryum demissum
	Alpine Hump-moss
	*
	
	
	

	Poa flexuosa
	Wavy meadow-grass                              
	*
	
	
	

	Poa glauca
	Glaucous meadow-grass                       
	*
	*
	*
	

	Poeltinula cerebrina
	a Lichen
	*
	
	*
	

	Pohlia obtusifolia
	Blunt-leaved Thread-moss
	*
	
	
	

	Polystichum lonchitis
	Holly-fern
	*
	*
	*
	*

	Porina sudetica
	a Lichen
	*
	
	
	

	Potentilla rupestris
	Rock Cinquefoil
	*
	*
	
	

	Pseudoleskea incurvata
	Brown Mountain Leskea
	*
	
	
	

	Pseudorchis albida
	Small-white Orchid
	*
	
	*
	*

	Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 
	Chough
	
	*
	
	*

	Sagina nivalis
	Snow Pearlwort
	*
	
	
	

	Salix lanata
	Woolly willow                                          
	*
	
	
	

	Salix lapponum
	Downy willow                                         
	*
	
	*
	

	Salix myrsinites
	Whortle-leaved willow                            
	*
	
	
	

	Saxifraga cernua
	Drooping Saxifrage
	*
	
	
	

	Saxifraga cespitosa
	Tufted Saxifrage
	*
	*
	
	

	Scleranthus annuus
	Annual Knawel
	*
	
	
	

	Seligeria oelandica
	Irish Bristlewort
	
	
	
	*

	Sorbus arranensis
	a Whitebeam
	*
	
	
	

	Sorbus eminens 
	A whitebeam
	
	*
	
	

	Sorbus leptophylla 
	A whitebeam
	
	*
	
	

	Sorbus leyana 
	Ley’s whitebeam
	
	*
	
	

	Sorbus minima 
	A whitebeam
	
	*
	
	

	Sorbus pseudofennica
	Arran Service-tree
	*
	
	
	

	Stereocaulon delisei
	a Lichen
	*
	
	*
	

	Stereocaulon symphycheilum
	a Lichen
	*
	
	*
	

	Sticta canariensis
	a Lichen
	*
	
	
	?

	Strigula stigmatella var. stigmatella
	a Lichen
	
	
	*
	

	Synalissa symphorea
	a Lichen
	*
	
	*
	

	Thamnobryum angustifolium
	Derbyshire Feather-moss
	
	
	*
	

	Timmia austriaca
	Sheathed Timmia
	*
	
	
	

	Toninia sedifolia
	a Lichen
	*
	
	
	

	Trichomanes speciosum
	Killarney fern
	
	
	
	*

	Trollius europaeus 
	Globeflower
	
	*
	
	

	Troglodytes troglodytes subsp. hirtensis
	St Kilda Wren
	*
	
	
	

	Tulostoma niveum
	Stalked Puffball
	*
	
	
	

	Turdus torquatus 
	Ring ouzel
	
	*
	*
	*

	Vertigo modesta
	Cross Whorl Snail
	*
	
	
	

	Woodsia ilvensis
	Oblong Woodsia
	*
	*
	*
	

	Zootoca vivipara
	Common Lizard
	*
	
	
	*

	Zygodon gracilis
	Nowell’s Limestone moss
	
	
	*
	


* The species and habitat selected for the habitat requirements analysis were those on the list of species and habitats of principal importance published under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006.  Generally only the main species/habitat associations have been listed and those having only a transient and/or occasional association with a habitat have not been included.  This will mean that there may be some inconsistencies between the four different countries in inclusion of species, but this reflects the level of importance accorded to these associations in each country. 

6.
Action plan objectives 

Where (????) appears in an action, it indicates where a date needs to be decided by each country.
6.1  Maintain current distribution & extent 

Actions
1) Review what is known of the current extent of all 5 Annex 1 habitats in this plan and commission survey to fill gaps in this knowledge.  Full data to be in place by (????) (each country to set their own target date).

2) LBAPs whose area contains this habitat should develop publicity and education on its importance as an indicator of climate change and its role in supporting rare species.

3) Raise the profile of these habitats in all agri-environment and site management schemes so they are considered on all relevant sites

6.2  Maintain current condition
Actions

1) Ensure all SSSIs/ASSIs have been  assessed using common standards monitoring methodology by (????)  (Target also needed for non SSSIs/ASSIs)

2) Ensure all agri-environment schemes take account of this habitat in any management agreements.

3) Set up a liaison network with relevant recreation organisations (British Mountaineering Council, Ramblers, etc.) to promote the fragility of these communities to prevent damage by activities such as climbing, scrambling and scree running.

4) Produce summary information by LBAP area of location and condition of priority inland rock & scree sites to assist LBAPs in the preparation of local plans
6.3  Achieve favourable condition

Actions
1) Identify 5 locations in each country, which are currently unfavourable and most threatened and approach landowners, via agri-environment schemes, to set up management agreements or other appropriate action by (????) to reduce the threat and bring the habitat into good condition.  The habitats to be flourishing and extending beyond current confines (if appropriate).  
The same number to be achieved again by (????).  

2) Identify where stone/rock removal is damaging the feature and prohibit this on relevant sites.

3) Where grazing/browsing by goats or deer is an issue, control measures to be taken to remove the (effects of) goats or deer from the sites affected.  

4) Assess where and what targetted species conservation is required over and above the habitat conservation measures and provide advice/implement appropriate management.

5) Set up a research project investigating the effects of climate change on these 5 community types, particularly the arctic-alpine element.

6) Investigate whether there is any current or planned research into possible effects of air pollution on these habitats.

7) Many of these habitats occur on Nature reserves so appropriate management and research on these sites should be promoted where possible, particularly where these are in the ownership and management of conservation bodies.  

6.4  Re-creation/expansion
Actions
Any expansion will be onto ground which has been assessed as degraded inland rock and scree habitat.  This will therefore be considered as achieving condition rather than expansion.

Re-creation would only really be an option in extreme cases.
6.5  Species management

Species’ needs should be incorporated into habitat actions in the relevant country plans.  Where rare and threatened species are involved, specific, additional actions may need to be undertaken.
7.
Main barriers to delivery of the actions in this plan
There is one main barrier to delivery.  The habitats usually occur in association with other more widespread habitats and so by default are managed in the same way and this usually includes grazing levels which are too high for the communities to sustain.  Excluding stock by fencing is not usually undertaken due to the difficulties in the terrain or to objections on landscape grounds.  However, in some cases this may be the only option and the potential loss of the habitat must be weighed up against a temporary intrusion on the landscape.  If grazing could be managed on the most important sites (which may involve temporary exclusion), the condition of these vegetation types would improve as would the status of associated rare and threatened species.
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