Meeting Notes, Urban & Brownfield habitat group meeting

   25/09/09 1000:1300 at the Wildlife Trust office, Shrewsbury.
Present: Pete Frost, Jan Sherry, Steve Chambers, David Thorpe, Emily Meilleur, Sorrel Jones, Nigel Ajax Lewis and Margaret Peters.
	Item
	Title
	 Activity
	Action for:

	1
	Introductions and Welcome


	
	

	2
	Apologies & submissions for AOB
	Apologies received from Steve Williams, Liz Howe and Margaret Underwood.
	

	3
	Minutes of last meeting
	Agreed
	

	4
	Checking actions from last meeting
	Following actions will be carried forward or realloctaed, all others have been discharged:
	

	
	AP4
	Sorting out the general form of MoA between CCW & EA. The EA legal staff are looking at it as there are still problems in getting the MoA finalised. Action carried forward for Pete to complain about the time it is taking to sort this out to the Regional Director (Chris Mills). 
	PF

	
	AP7
	The action was for Emily to forward SINC criteria for Gwynedd which she did and for Jan to request the criiteria for Mid Wales from Gareth at BBNP which she has done. Re-assign this to Sorrel to write to all LBAP officers and Gareth at BBNP to find out which Local Authorities have got wildlife sites and Supplementary Planning Guidance for these sites. And also which ones have brownfield sites covered in some of these sites.
	SJ

	
	AP9
	ADAS haven’t finalised the operational definition of the Open Mosaic Habitat. Pete to circulate the draft definition of OM habitats and guidelines for field surveying them. The draft report will be available for DEFRA and the UK steering group in mid October.
	PF

	
	AP11
	The action was for Dave to locate the metal mine inventory and list of landfill sites, carry forward this action for the post 1996 data. Contaminated land sites datasets to be sent to Margaret.
	DT

	
	AP12
	The action was that a holding response should be produced for when our organisations are approached about planning permission on brownfield sites. The response should state that such sites are now a Biodiversity Action Plan priority habitat and they will need an ecological survey done.  
Jan reported that a new CCW standard letter will be produced over the next few months. Dave has gone through EA’s standard paragraphs and contaminated land should be included in the development pages of the proposal category.
	JS & DT

	
	AP17
	The action was for Pete to check when TAN5 would be published, it has now been published.

The Welsh Assembly Government are going to provide training for local authority staff on TAN5, Diana Reynolds has been asked to ensure that OM habitats are included in the training. 

Dave is to ensure that the EA at HQ level are aware of the new habitat in relation to development on brownfield sites.


	DT

	
	AP20
	The action was for Steve to chase up what the policy is re transforming land back into agricultural land with the Rural Affairs Dept. Steve is still  chasing this up and will produce a summary of findings.
	SC

	
	AP33
	The action was for Richard and Jan to to pull some guidance from the work that’s already been done for the coal spoil sites (relating to references, advice, guidance etc.)
Richard to produce a summary of the work that’s been done so far.
	RW

	
	AP34
	The action was incorrectly noted down for Dave to obtain the reference to the slate ecology handbook and reference to the OM habitat management publication. This action should’ve been for Jan.
	JS

	
	AP35
	The action was for Pete to contact Stuart Smith about co-ordinating the work of this group and the calaminarian grassland group.
	PF

	
	AP36
	The action was for Pete to talk to the English Brownfield sites group about the English guidance and to pursue joint UK guidance for the management of these sites at UK level.  The UK Inter Agency Urban Habitat Group were unable to discuss this at their September meeting and the action has been carried forward to their next meeting on 9 December.
	PF

	
	AP37
	The action was for Jan to email Margaret with a list of eligible counties and link to the website for the WREN funding.
	JS

	
	
	New actions resulting from this meeting:
	

	
	
	Margaret to always note what the action is next to action points on the notes.
	AP39
MP

	
	
	Have a standing item on Policies on the agenda.
	AP40
MP

	
	
	Pete to forward the guidance on LBAP liaison from Julia Korn to Sorrel
	AP41
PF

	
	
	 A list of relevant references to be put up on our page on the WBP website
	AP42
MP

	5
	Setting objectives and targets
	Review the paper by Pete Frost and confirm this group’s approach to setting objectives and targets:
	

	
	
	Maintaining the extent of the habitat

Actions required to set targets here include:

1.Identifying the extent and location of the total habitat resource;
The list of main categories for brownfield sites should be amended as follows:

1. Extractive sites (sand and gravel quarries, limestone quarries, granite/rhyolite quarries and slate quarries)
2. Docks and sea defences

3. Demolition and derelict sites (including derelict railways and roads)

4. Colliery waste sites

5. Landfill sites

6. Metal contaminated sites

2.Defining the substrate types upon which Mosaic Habitats occur;
(Not too many types as this could get over complicated)

3.Identifying the extent and location of sites on each substrate type;
4. Identifying individual sites which are important for continuing management.
Pete to redraft the paper to state that we should be looking at the habitats on a regional basis.

Improving Condition

Actions required to set targets here include:

1.Defining the desired extent of Mosaic Habitats in Wales;
2.Calculating the proportion of the total habitat that is self managing;
3.Identifying the sites which will benefit from management, rather than being sacrificed to succession or human development.
Pete to add a paragraph here defining favourable condition of open mosaic habitats and  priority as in some cases other habitats would take priority.

Extending the Habitat

Actions required to set targets here include:

1.Defining the desired extent of Mosaic Habitats in Wales;
2.Calculating the extent of new sites which will be required to replace those which will become unsuitable through succession and human development.
Pete to add a paragraph with examples such as mining landfill sites.
Restoring habitat

Actions required to set targets here include:

1.Defining the desired extent of Mosaic Habitats in Wales;
2.Defining the desired location of Mosaic Habitats on different substrate types across Wales;
3.Identifying areas deficient in Mosaic Habitats on the desired substrates;
4.Identifying suitable sites for restoration within areas of deficiency.
Pete will adapt the paper and circulate and bring it up at the BAP Chairs group.

	
AP43
AP44
AP45



	6.
	Advice and Guidance
	(Review the advice and guidance on management of brownfield sites and propose actions to fill any gaps.)
www.ecoregen.org.uk has examples of ecological regeneration of post industrial sites
All to come up with examples of site management plans and guidance for these sites. Specifically guidance for the management of OM habitats on previously developed land. These could also form part of the reference list mentioned earlier on the WBP website.
	AP46



	7.
	Resources 
	(Identify sources for resources for achieving our objectives and targets). 
1. We need resources for pulling together guidance for the management of OM habitats on previously developed land, this would need to be a desk study.

2. Resources needed  to discover the extent, location and condition of existing Open Mosaic Sites.

Jan will be puting in a bid for CCW funding (16-20k) for the group to find the information base, defining extent and location of the habitats. (Collating existing GIS layers and looking at aerial photos, OS maps, Phase 1 data,remote sensing data and local knowledge).
Steve to send the link to the Welsh Assembly Government’s GIS team.

The first priority will be the extent and location and then the second will be for the condition (species on site, stimulate invertebrate surveys).

The group won’t be trying for resources for fieldwork this year, probably next year.

Two further sources of funding should be investigated: WAG and DEFRA.  Pete will investigate these.

It was noted that the Coal Authority: would probably be covered by the duty in the NERC Act to conserve biodiversity; and might have substantial funds available to discharge that duty.  Nigel to investigate.
	AP47

AP48
AP49

	8.
	The Ecosystem approach
	Pete gave a talk about the Ecosystem approach. We need to bear this approach in mind when producing our guidance.
	

	9.
	Review of membership
	Group agreed that Rebecca Sharp, County Ecologist for Neath Port Talbot should be invited as a member.
	

	10.
	AOB & Date of next meeting
	Next meeting will be sometime during the final 2 weeks of January? Margaret to circulate dates.
	


