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AGENDA

The 8th Meeting of the Wales Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group will be held at the
Environment Centre Swansea (location map can be found at
http://www.environmentcentre.org.uk/findus/index.htm) starting at 10am. Coffee will be

available from 9.30am.

TIME PAPER | TITLE LEAD
No:
9.30 Assemble, tea/coffee
10.00 Welcome, introduction and apologies
10.05 1 Main paper/presentation: Dusi Thomas
Workshop- Welsh Water, sustainable urban
drainage: conservation and biodiversity strategy
10.25 2 Main paper: Julia Korn
Future of BAP: governance and resourcing
10.45 3 Main paper: Joanna Robertson
NERC Duty visits progress report and future needs.
11.05 4 Main paper: Strategic Interventions: feedback from | Bill Somerfield
the ‘traffic lights’ exercise
11.35 5 Issues from LBAPs Gareth Ellis
11.45 6 Issues from LRCs Adam Rowe
12.00 LUNCH
45 min
12.45 Update on previous taxonomic talk projects
12.55 Presentation: Taxonomic group: Status of Bumblebee
Bumblebees in Wales conservation trust
1.05 Discussion: What can we do to help these
species?
1.15 7 Main paper: Dai Harris
Ecosystem services: The programme map
1.25 8 Main paper: Bill Somerfield
Lichenology project — potential for expansion into
other areas




1.45 Papers to Note:
- A: WBP Planning and Budgeting Sean McHugh
- B: New Biodiversity Funding Mechanisms Joanna Robertson
- C: INNS Action Plan and exceptions report Bill Somerfield
- D: WBP input to DEFRA Biodiversity and Nina Pritchard and
Agriculture Research Programme Richard Evans
- E: Wales Wide projects from Ecosystem Charles Morgan
groups
F: BARS and NERC Duty Case Study Update | Juliet Hynes
2.15 Feedback from WCMP Alan Storer
2.25 Feedback from Standing Committee Diana Reynolds
2.35 Confirm minutes and actions from last meeting
2.45 AOB
2.55 Date of next meeting
3.00 Afternoon tea and finish

Train to Bangor 15.55
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Dwr Cymru Welsh Water's Surface Water Management St rategy

Background/Progress

Surface water is the rainwater that runs from roofs, highways and paved areas into
the public sewerage system. For a number of reasons, including more frequent
severe storms and the growth of built-up areas, Welsh Water's sewer network has to
deal with increasing flows of surface water. Occasionally, the capacity of the network
is exceeded in some areas and results in incidents of sewage flooding of homes,
gardens and roadways and pollution incidents in streams and rivers, causing
widespread damage to sensitive ecosystems.

In addition, surface water entering the sewers increases the amount of energy
needed to pump it to the sewage works and to treat it, causing further environmental
impact through higher carbon emissions. Welsh Water is a large energy user and
need to reduce their carbon footprint. Tackling the issue of surface water runoff will
therefore produce a dual environmental benefit, by protecting local environments and
biodiversity and reducing carbon emissions.

Welsh Water has developed a Surface Water Management Strategy to address the
problem. It aims to raise awareness of the issue and enable engagement with
interested bodies, such as the Wales Biodiversity Partnership, in order to work
together to deliver a solution.

Plan/Proposals

Through the application of sustainable urban drainage, the Surface Water
Management Strategy will aim to:

* Reduce predicted future flooding,

* Reduce predicted future incidents of pollution,

» Decrease energy costs,

* Support conservation and recreation opportunities,

» Counter impermeable area creep,

* Be instrumental in minimising the impacts of climate change.

The first step is to promote a greater understanding of the causes and consequences
of surface water runoff and how organisations and individuals can help to take
preventative action. Replacing existing sewers with even larger ones would be
extremely disruptive, prohibitively expensive to customers, and would be unlikely to
provide a sustainable long-term solution. Therefore, a number of alternative and
innovative solutions are required. Welsh Water and other organisations in Wales are
taking a leading role in addressing this problem, which affects the whole of the UK.

The long term objective is to have drainage systems in developed areas that, as far
as practical, mimic the original natural greenfield situation. Thereby most surface
water is returned to the ground or open water courses at the earliest opportunity.

The initiatives being developed at present for implementation in the future are:

Engagement: Effective engagement with all parties is essential to achieve significant
flow reduction - to offset the adverse impact on the sewerage network of climate
change and increasing urbanisation. As well as the Wales Biodiversity Partnership,
some of the other audiences to be engaged are Welsh Assembly Government,
Consumer Council for Water, Environment Agency Wales, Asset Management
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Alliance, developers and builders, professional forums, local authorities, UK
Government, schools, the public and Ofwat.

In October 2008, Welsh Water launched their ‘Green Space Wales’ campaign which
aims to encourage the use of green spaces in urban environments and sustainable
drainage practices to help to reduce flooding and pollution whilst increasing
biodiversity, amenity and recreation and lessening the impacts of climate change and
the ‘heat island effect’ in urban areas.

Legislative: The Surface Water Management Strategy fits well with Government
Environment Strategy policies on sustainability and climate change, the
recommendations of the Pitt Review (2008) and the themes in the Floods and Water
Management Bill published in April 2009.

Technical: Long-term flow monitoring will be explored to identify the benefits this
approach can bring, and where it should be delivered. Retrofitted, cost-effective
rainwater harvesting equipment is currently being trialled at three locations across
the UK, including at Welsh Water’s education centre in Cilfynydd, South Wales. This
will be rolled out to domestic properties in the near future.

‘SuDS’ (Sustainable Drainage Systems) help to deal with excesses of water by
mimicking natural drainage patterns and can provide amenity and environmental
enhancement in urban areas. Via engagement with relevant organisations, a ‘SuDS
Showcase Site’ will be delivered so that others can see, first hand, the application
and availability of these sustainable techniques to manage surface water.

The strategy and biodiversity

Welsh Water has statutory duty with regard to the protection and enhancement of
biodiversity. Apart from the NERC Act 2006, a main piece of legislation that sets out
our biodiversity duty is the Water Industry Act 1991.

We believe that the strategy will bring greater opportunity for us to enhance
biodiversity at local level. We welcome views from external stakeholders on how best
such opportunity can be maximised and how best we can enhance biodiversity as
part of the delivery of the strategy.

Decision Points

a) To endorse Welsh Water’'s Surface Water Management Strategy as a
far as it relates to biodiversity and support the initiatives that are being
undertaken.

b) To support a strategic approach to the widespread use of SuDS
across Wales.

c) To consider how biodiversity benefits should be incorporated into the
strategy.

d) To consider providing input to publicity material on the strategy that is
being produced by the consultant team, such as news articles, briefing
notes, newsletters and DVD'’s.
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Future of BAP task and finish group

Background/Progress

The Future of BAP task and finish group has developed a new structure and
processes for delivering BAP commitments in Wales, now that overall
responsibility for delivery has been devolved to a country level. The group has
developed a BAP Mechanism document over the last 12 months that sets out
this new approach. This document is currently being incorporated into the
Wales Biodiversity Framework.

The Mechanism has been produced in consultation with interested parties
across Wales. In addition to written consultations, the task and finish group
held a workshop at WBP SG in November 2008 and 3 regional seminars
across Wales in March 2009, targeting LBAP officers and other local and
regional staff. The Future of BAP group are committed to further workshops
for regional staff of the CCW, the Forestry Commission and the Environment
Agency and an additional workshop for senior staff of these organisations.
The support from members of WBP SG is needed to ensure attendance at
these planned seminars. The aim is to hold these workshops in November
20009.

Plan/Proposals

The BAP Mechanism document sets out the structure for delivery of BAP
actions focussing on the achievement of local and Wales level targets for
Welsh BAP priorities. Welsh BAP priorities are listed for Section 42 of the
NERC Act, and are therefore underpinned by legislation. The new approach,
as set out in the Mechanism, maintains and builds on the previous BAP
structure in Wales by establishing a new layer of expertise at a Wales level,
while retaining the WBP, its associated groups, the successful LBAP
partnerships and the LRC network. The new groups are 9 Ecosystem
Groups, a Species Expert Group, a Policy group and Welsh Lead partners for
species (see BAP mechanism for roles and responsibilities). The whole
approach will be supported and informed by reporting on the Biodiversity
Action Reporting System (BARS).

All the new biodiversity groups are now operating. Previously existing groups
are adapting the way they work to fulfil their amended role. There is
enthusiasm and commitment to this new coordinated approach, and those
involved have high expectations that it will lead to improved biodiversity
delivery. Coordination is currently provided by CCW and WBP Support Staff,
in addition to their existing work, and meetings are organised and run with no
budget. The contribution of the voluntary and public sector has been
commendable, however the issue of high level commitment, capacity and
resources has been raised by many of the individual groups and in
consultation feedback.



The benefits of investment in this process will be evident through:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

the improved ability to target resources where the greatest biodiversity
benefit can be achieved and advise others of action required,
increasing our ability to influence others to reduce negative impacts
and realise opportunities

working across government and public bodies to ensure an effective
and efficient service, as required by the Beecham Agenda

through LBAP partnerships, continue to work closely with local
communities and other sectors to provide a citizen-centred approach to
biodiversity action whilst also delivering on a coordinated Wales
agenda.

an improved ability to report progress using reliable data

Decision Points
If we are to move forward with this process it is vital that:

a)

b)

C)

there is recognition from the Assembly Government of the biodiversity
expertise contained in the new structure, with the new Ecosystem
Groups, Wales Biodiversity Policy Group and the Species Expert
Group formally involved in an advisory capacity on biodiversity issues,
there is active consideration by senior staff in key organisations of the
requirements of their organisation to support the implementation of
biodiversity action in Wales through the new structure, and of how they
need to mainstream this responsibility across sectors within their
organisations.

A budget for the coordination and running of the new structure (e.g.
venue costs, travel expenses, supporting NGOs to attend etc)

Action Points

1.

Agree to work towards full achievement of a- ¢ above and the
Assembly Government and Assembly Sponsored Public Bodies to
report back to the WBP SG meeting in November on progress made.
Agree to ensure that the local, regional and senior staff from CCW, FC
and EAW attend the workshops run by the Future of BAP Group in
November.

Agree that the new BAP Mechanism document should be used to
update the Terms of Reference of the WBP SG in the Wales
Biodiversity Framework.
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A Biodiversity Duty for Public Sector Bodies and Local Government
Report on Visits to Local Authority Biodiversity Champions 2008/09

Background/Progress

WBP SG approved a programme of meetings with newly appointed Local
Authority Biodiversity Champions (WBPSG4 February 2008)

These ‘compliance visits began in August 2008 following three successful and
well attended Ministerial Workshops introducing the Duty to Champions and
Senior Local Authority Staff.

The one to one visits programme to all 22 Unitary and 3 National Park
Champions was completed mid January 2009. (One visit was conducted
‘virtually’ as the Champion had just held a meeting with the county biodiversity
team; one Champion withdrew from the meeting at short notice but it went
ahead with the Authority’s staff.)

All meetings have used a standard Agenda and Visit Record sheet; see
Annex la and b.

Each meeting generated an agreed record, shared with those present.
These will act as a baseline for future compliance visits.

The records have been analysed and presented as generic findings; see
Annex 2.

Points to note:

e All Authorities have appointed a Champion. They all understand that the
Duty affects the whole authority and all its functions. Many Senior Staff do not
understand this.

e Many Champions have addressed fellow Members. About 20% have taken
papers to Cabinet and a further 40% plan to do so. Some authorities are
preparing Authority - wide Action Plans and even aim to use BARS to
communicate and record progress.

e Most Champions have initiated a programme of regular meetings with
biodiversity/ ecology staff, who feel empowered and supported.

e Senior Staff in some authorities have taken papers or held discussions in
Senior Management Teams and initiated awareness and training sessions. In
some cases, they have secured funds to recruit L BAP Officers or extra staff,
to provide ecological support for departments across their functions.

e 50% of authorities have a service level agreement with their Local Record
Centre, using them to support forward planning and development control.
Some have commissioned innovative work to underpin their Local
Development Plans with spatial ecological information.

e Many authorities have dedicated planning ecologists, freeing up the
ecologist to support other functions/ departments.

e There are still some L BAP officers on short term and part time contracts.



e Many authorities have committed to a biodiversity audit of properties on
their Assets Registers and have plans to improve management of their own
land for biodiversity.

e Most authorities help others, including local communities, to manage land;
they use a range of mechanisms and incentives, including S39 agreements,
free advice and labour, European monies.

e Many Champions had messages for the Welsh Assembly Government,
including requests for help to calculate their carbon footprint, for more
freedom to initiate local action, the issue of TAN5, to make the Wales Spatial
Plan process more orientated towards protecting the natural environmental,
land management to meet climate change adaptation, flood prevention and
biodiversity goals. They also pointed to instances where Assembly
Departments failed to demonstrate compliance with the Duty.

e Champions in rural areas requested a review of funding formulae to
recognise their huge responsibilities for the conservation of habitats which
offer ecosystem services for citizens of Wales/ UK.

e A request has been made for a fully informed WBP Welsh speaking
spokesperson for the Duty, to cover authorities with Welsh speaking
Champions and staff.

e Staff of the WLGA have been updated informally about progress during this
current round of NERC Duty visits; they have been most supportive.

Plan/Proposals

WBP should make return visits to Champions during 2009/10 to consolidate
the relationships. A marine/ coastal theme has been requested by coastal
authorities; specialist support would be needed.

WBP should establish and coordinate an annual programme of ‘compliance
visits’; these visits could be conducted by the three WBP support Officers; all
have been involved in the first round of visits and protocols and paperwork
have been set up.

At least one Ministerial event should be arranged annually to support the
Champions, with WAG and WLGA involvement.

Decision Points

a) To recommend that at least one Ministerial event is arranged annually
to support Champions

b) To agree that WBP initiates an annual programme of meetings with
Champions as ‘compliance’ visits

c) To agree the key messages from the initial round of visits and provide
feedback to those involved.

d) To agree that the information collected can be fed into the DEFRA led
review of the implementation of the Duty during 2009.
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Strategic Interventions: feedback from the ‘traffic lights’ exercise

Background/Progress

At the November 2008 Steering Group meeting, WBP members were asked
to contribute to an exercise to highlight what actions members think WBP
should:

e keep doing (good practice)

e stop doing (bad practice)

e start doing (new practice)

under the headings Marine, Estuarine, Freshwater, Terrestrial and All
Habitats.

The response was comprehensive and a full set of answers can be found in
the attached annex 1.

Plan/Proposals

A further exercise was carried out, open to all WBP members, to help
prioritise the actions resulting in the following table of key actions. We have
included only the top item form each list. Although diffuse pollution appears
under Freshwater attention was also drawn to pollution risks to Marine and
Estuarine environments.

STOP DOING START DOING
Marine Fishing which cannot be demonstrated | Marine Protected Areas
to be sustainable
Estuarine | Illegal/damaging fishery operations Increase habitat to cope with rising
sea level (e.g. saltmarsh and
mudflat)
Freshwater | Diffuse pollution by co-ordinating Catchment wide projects to deal
agri-enviromental schemes — both with diffuse pollution

whole farm and smaller scale
landscape projects.

Terrestrial | Dealing with issues in isolation from Massive push to stop declines in
wider issues Wales’ priority biodiversity. Need
less talk and more money!
All Identifying species as “unfavourable” | Get B.A.P. positive actions in all
Habitats just because we have no data — focus major planning applications and
on areas where we know problems are | decisions - not just those affecting
occurring first. designated habitats or species- even

if it’s a panel or a hedgerow or some
trees rather than save dead grass as
public green space

In some cases we have already been working on these actions since the
original traffic lights exercise took place; brief details have been provided in
the following table:




STOP DOING

START DOING

Marine Partners are already taking action to More than 30% of Welsh territorial seas
reduce fishing impacts to sustainable | are already protected by some form of
levels for example via, the work of designation for example Special Area of|
the CCW grant-aided NWSFC Traeth Conservation and Special Protection
Lafan Cockle Fishery Officer. This Area. The Marine and Coastal Access
Officer has had a high profile Bill incorporates a new power to
presence on Traeth Lafan during the establish Marine Conservation Zones
2008/2009 fishery and has assisted (MCZs). It’s the intention in Wales to
with enforcing the marked access use this power to designate a small
route out to the cockle beds, to avoid | number of MCZs that will be afforded a
the sensitive mudflat and seagrass high level of protection - where all
habitats. The grant-aided Officer is damaging and disturbing activities are
also developing a proposal for the excluded. The process of agreeing
long-term management of the cockle | these zones will commence later this
fishery itself and associated issues. year and will have a high level of

stakeholder participation. CCW are
already well represented on the MCZ
Project Group.

Estuarine Partners are already taking action to Possibilities within Axis Il and/or
reduce fishing impacts to sustainable | Flood Risk Management?
levels for example via, for example,
the Environment Agency’s Cockle
Fishery Regulating Order in the Dee
Estuary and South Wales Sea Fisheries
Committee’s statutory prohibition on
the use of dredge fishing gear in
sensitive marine habitat (maerl and
sea grass) in Milford Haven

Freshwater | Limited success has been achieved The higher level scheme will
under Tir Gofal e.g. reducing spraying | encourage catchment scale projects
and run off. Tir Glas has been for water and carbon and WBP are
announced and WBP members are asked to help provide indications of
heavily involved in drafting suitable locations to maximise
prescriptions for the entry level benefits to biodiversity.
scheme.

Terrestrial | WBP’s newly created ecosystem Work on a new funding mechanism
groups and policy group will help. from CCW is taking place in parallel to
WAG Technical Services Division are attempts to identify new funds e.g.
working with UK and Wales colleagues | by linking Community Benefit
on Ecosystem approaches. A Agreements directly to biodiversity
Programme Plan is currently being benefits (building on lessons learned
drawn up to pull together the various | from FCW Landbank and SEMP).
threads of this work with relevance to
Wales.

All The Outcome 21 Group has agreed The s42 guidance approved at WBP SG

Habitats this principle. They are providing the | 7 and by Minister aims to fill this gap.

most up-to-date data but also
encouraging skilled stakeholders to
get out and obtain up-to-date
information whenever possible. The
strategic approach to monitoring and
surveillance, currently being
developed by CCW, should also assist.

A reference will be included in the
new TAN 5 due for publication later
this year.




An additional overarching issue that was raised during this process was the
2010 biodiversity targets. The Welsh Assembly Government are feeding into
UK and EU deliberations about post 2010 targets and the Minister has
admitted that we are very unlikely to hit these targets. WBP SG have not so
far formally discussed the 2010 target or done an assessment of why we will
fail and what needs to be done now.

Decision Points

a) Which of the above actions can we take forward and how?
b) Is the action already taken along the right lines?
c) How does this need to change to maximise our effectiveness?

d) Do we need to pause and review the 2010 targets before making these
decisions?

Bill Somerfield
WAG, Aberystwyth
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Ensuring due regard to section 42 List (priority) Habitats and Species
through the development control process

Background/Progress

As many are aware there was a recent court decision to approve development
of the Thurrock Marshes in Essex. A key point on the judgment was that the
developer was entitled to “rely on the letter from English Nature”. For more
information see:
http://www.wildlifeextra.com/go/news/thurrock-marsh009.html#cr

As CCW, SNH and NE are the devolved government's statutory nature
conservation advisers, this judgment indicates that the opinions of these
bodies are considered to have more weight than those made by a charity or
local government ecologist. Therefore the content of letters from CCW with
respect to planning applications is of critical importance as they are
considered the highest authority.

While CCW fully considers protected sites and species in consultation
responses, in general LBAP or S42 habitats and species are not taken into
account. In most cases, this is not an issue itself as the LBAP and S 42 List
considerations are picked up by the Local Authority. In fact, there is a lot to be
said in terms of both the effective use of resources and division of
responsibility with this approach. After all, with resources so low and
stretched, there is little sense in a LA Ecologist and CCW Conservation
Officer putting in a lot of time to say the same thing.

However, this is often not made clear in CCW'’s responses to planning
applications. Where habitat and species considerations, (the S42 list in
particular) are not stated in CCW responses, this can potentially be used by a
developer to undermine the response of the Local Authority or Wildlife Trust or
can lead to misinterpretation on the part of the local planning officers. If
CCW:'’s response is deemed to have the most weight, the omission of S42
habitats and species considerations can imply that CCW has no objection to
them being lost through development or that the development site has limited,
or no nature conservation value.

Plan/Proposals

» To determine a suitable way to ensure that planning application
responses from CCW support local authority responses with regard to
the S42 list.

A suggestion would be for CCW to produce a standard clause or caveat, to be
included in every planning response with respect to S42 Habitats and
Species, such as the example below:



In this response CCW have not considered those habitats and species listed
on S42 NERC Act 2006 or the local biodiversity action plan. Should these be
present on the development site and development leads to; a) the loss of
habitat area, quality or features; b) the loss or reduction of a species’
population or; c) the loss of a place or feature occupied or used by a species;
then CCW confirms that this loss would be contrary to the achievement of
Welsh biodiversity targets. Local authorities have a duty to prevent this loss or
otherwise ensure appropriate compensation or mitigation measures are
effectively delivered. CCW therefore recommend that further advice and/or
comments are sought from the local authority ecologist in respect of S42 List
habitats and species.

Decision Points

a) To agree the need for as paragraph such as the example given above.

b) CCW to agree to implement such a procedure.
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LOCAL RECORD CENTRES IN WALES ANNUAL REPORT TO THE
WALES BIODIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP (WBP)

This paper has been produced in consultation with the four Local Records Centres
(LRCs) in Wales and is part of their annual commitment to report issues to WBP.

BACKGROUND
At WBP SG3 (November 2007), the Welsh LRCs reported various issues for
consideration. This Paper reports back on the latest status of these issues .

ISSUES

1. SUSTAINABILITY OF FUNDING

Sustainability of funding continues to be an issue for the four LRCs, although
generally each LRC’s funding is more stable than it was in November 2007.
Cofnod lost one of its key Local Authority partners (Isle of Anglesey County
Council) in 2008 and SEWBReC has recently learnt that Cardiff Council will not
be buying its service in 2009/10. Gaps in Local Authority support continue to
affect Cofnod and SEWBReC, even after successful ‘Biodiversity Champions
Seminars’ in 2008, which clearly encouraged Local Authorities to use LRC
services. Recently an attempt to provide standard services for a shared cost
across all North Wales Authorities was put on hold, pending ongoing discussions
from the “Making the Connections” project — the future of Cofnod providing
services across all North Wales Authorities appears intrinsically linked to this
project. On a more positive note, Welsh LRCs have recently secured agreement
with Environment Agency Wales to supply Protected and Priority species data,
for use by their local biodiversity staff and National Permitting Team. A three
year extension to this agreement is currently being negotiated. In addition, new
three year agreements will shortly be signed with the Countryside Council for
Wales and a further year remains of three year agreements with the regional
Trunk Road Agencies. Forestry Commission Wales continues to support Welsh
LRCs and it is hoped they will also utilise data for their forest management
activities in 2009. An all-Wales SLA is also anticipated with the Welsh Assembly
Government (WAG) Department of Economy and Transport (DE&T) which would
make it the only WAG department to directly fund the LRCs. Discussions with
WAG Department for Rural Affairs have stalled, but LRCs hope to restart these
soon. Commercial income from the likes of Environmental Consultants
continues to play an important role in sustaining Welsh LRCs, however it is
currently uncertain how much the recession will affect this area of income. On
this final point, the Welsh LRCs rely on Government sources for between 80 and
94% of their income. If the recession has a significant impact on public spending,
this could seriously affect LRC funding and viability over the coming years.

2. STRATEGIC CO-ORDINATION OF WELSH LRCs

Welsh LRCs continue to build on their strong strategic partnership. The Welsh
LRC network was formally launched by Jane Davidson AM in November 2007,
and a joint Web Portal (www.lrcwales.org.uk) was developed to coincide with the
event. Together Welsh LRCs have agreed a joint vision (see the website) and in
2008 they jointly attended the Royal Welsh Show. LRC staff continue to meet on
a regular basis, to agree and share good practice across Wales. Since
November 2007 there have been two all Wales meetings of LRC Managers and

Presented by Adam Rowe on behalf of the Wales LRC Network



Directors. The most recent meeting (May 2009) looked at the strategic
development of Welsh LRCs and in particular their role as part of the National
Biodiversity Network (NBN). LRCs have agreed to look into sharing their
resources, in particular IT development and administration. Strategic co-
ordination gives LRCs in Wales an important strength — one which is viewed by
those in other parts of the UK as a model for their LRC development.

3. WBP PARTNERS PROVIDING AND UTILISING LRC DATA

The level of use of LRC products and services by WBP members, though
intrinsically linked to funding, is still rather limited. For Local Authorities, our
services are mainly being utilised by Planning and occasionally by Highways
Departments. The NERC Duty covers all Public Bodies across all their functions,
therefore we believe that LRC services could be better utilised across existing
partners to screen for biodiversity issues.

The supply of relevant biodiversity data from key WBP members to LRCs still
remains an issue. Data from WAG is still generally difficult to access, for reasons
such as a lack of clarity regarding data ownership and landowner confidentiality.
Also, with the exception of the Countryside Council for Wales, who continue to
share all their mobilised data with LRCs, other Assembly Government sponsored
bodies are generally failing to share their biodiversity information with LRCs. In
the cases of Environment Agency and Forestry Commission Wales, discussions
are underway but no definite plans for data sharing have been agreed. There
has been some movement with the RSPB sharing their data with LRCs, however
transfer of data is currently stalled by internal data management issues. We
hope this will be resolved in the coming year.

LRCs recently met with members of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental
Management (IEEM), which represents many Environmental Consultants.
Following discussion, it was agreed to devise guidance for IEEM members on
making scientific data, collected during the course of their professional duties,
available to others such as LRCs. Guidance would cover issues such as model
wording for tender bids and advice on formatting data for sharing. Several
Environmental Consultants along with representatives of a wide range of current
and potential data suppliers attended the second annual Wales Environmental
Information Forum (WEIF) in March 2009. The subject of the Forum this year
was Data Flow - looking at ways of encouraging better ways of sharing data. The
resultant “Data Sharing Charter”, which we hope will be developed in the near
future, will hopefully encourage organisations to sign up to sharing their data. A
further action to map idealised data flows by taxonomic group at the UK level
should also help to free up the movement of data between Vice County
Recorders (VCRSs), National Schemes and Societies and LRCs.

4. SUPPORT FOR THE VOLUNTEER RECORDING

LRCs continue to be a focal point for gathering local data. In addition LRCs have
been giving greater access to the data they hold to Local Recorders, especially
to key species experts such as VCRs. This not only enables VCRs to see
records they may not have on their own recording systems, but also they are
helping to verify records and therefore raise overall data quality. LRCs continue
to offer a range of other support for volunteer records, such as data analysis,
map production and help with publications. Funding agreed by WBP to support
the mobilisation of paper records for local data priorities and to run Species
Training days, will be utilised across Welsh LRCs this year. This will result in
significant new data holdings for the LRCs and will provide a minimum of 12
Species Training courses across Wales. Both these elements will contribute to
the LRCs’ aims of supporting current recorders, encouraging future recorders

Presented by Adam Rowe on behalf of the Wales LRC Network



and improving the data available on which to base decisions. The Welsh LRCs
would like to formally thank WBP for this opportunity.

Decision Points
a) All WBP partners consider whether LRC services could be better utilised
across existing partners to screen for biodiversity issues
b) Al WBP partners look into sharing their data with the LRCs

Presented by Adam Rowe on behalf of the Wales LRC Network
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Ecosystem services: The programme map for Wales
Background

The Ecosystems project is based on the findings and recommendations of the Millenium
Ecosystem assessment which found significant degradation of global ecosystems which
support human life — including the assets of biodiversity, water and soils. In Wales there is
the need for balancing the priorities in terms of:

Climate change adaptation and mitigation

Water management( flooding/drought and quality)

Biodiversity objectives.

Energy security versus food security

Countryside Access

The historic environment

Implications for landscape as a consequence of the above land use mix.

Current Position

e Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) in conjunction with partner organisations are
currently in the process of mapping out ecosystems related projects in Wales and links to
national and UK strategies / projects.

e ltis agreed that adopting an ecosystems approach in developing mechanisms to manage
land use change in the future is essential if we are to achieve a healthier natural
environment.

e Key drivers for this work are obligations under the Habitats / Water Framework Directives,
the new agenda resulting from the recent CAP health check, Wales Environment Strategy
and Climate Change agenda.

e WAG has been successful in ensuring that Welsh needs are taken into account with
regard to the Defra National Ecosystem Assessment.

e Wales is having an input into important UK research projects such as the Foresight land
use futures project, Environmental Research Funders Forum — changing ecosystems
project and various Defra , RELU, Natural England related projects to strengthen the
evidence base.

e In Wales strong evidence is being gathered on the effects of changes in land
management on ecosystems in projects such as Pontbren, Pumlimon, Lake Vernwy and
the Berwyns. Best practice is then being developed to help influence future land
management to achieve beneficial ecosystem outcomes.

¢ The Cambrian Mountain Initiative is the first project in Wales that is fully endorsing the
ecosystems approach in developing a brand based on the principals of sustainable
farming, tourism underpinned by achieving positive outcomes relating to ecosystem
services. This is being achieved by collating baseline data on ecosystem services;
identifying synergies /conflicts; identifying desired outcomes in terms of carbon, water
quality, biodiversity, soil and testing new land management actions — links to Glastir;
Identifying and quantifying impacts of actions.

e The development of the new Axis 2 land management scheme — Glastir has centred on
the desire to achieve successful delivery of measurable outcomes relating to ecosystem
services at both a farm and landscape / catchment scale. Note that the Biodiversity
Ecosystem Groups are providing a valuable input to this process.

e The ecosystems approach is now being adopted by the SE Wales Spatial planning group
in the development of their Networked Environment Region. This template will then be
rolled out to other spatial plan areas in Wales

Decision Points
® To endorse approach being taken in Wales
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Title — Propagating Lichenologists

Background/Progress

A project was piloted with lichenologists in Wales between November 2008
and June 2009. All those involved provided their time voluntarily.
Organisations with staff involved in the project provided their support by
supplying staff time and covering travel and subsistence costs. Welsh
Assembly Government supplied a small amount of funding for essential
equipment.

Action was focused on getting experts teamed up with volunteers of different
skill levels, out in the field together, carrying out BAP actions, direct nature
conservation or surveillance work. Actions were reported on BARS and data
collected was shared with the relevant LRCs.

A sample of brief reports are provided in annex 1.
Plan/Proposals

We are seeking WBP Steering Group approval both to continue the
Lichenology Project in its current form and to extend the scheme to other
taxonomic group across Wales.

Administration work to support these activities would continue to be provided
by WAG, CCW and the WBP support team.

Decision Points

a) To approve the continuation of the project and role out to new
taxonomic groups.

b) To agree the next three areas where this technique would provide the
best strategic benefit.

c) To provide names of key players who should be involved from these
areas.

d) To identify key areas where BAP action is needed.

e) To encourage volunteering by suitable staff in own organisations to join
the scheme.

Bill Somerfield
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Title: WBP Planning & Budgeting
Produced by Sean McHugh WBP Support team
WBP Budget

Background/Progress

The total CCW grant aid to Wildlife Trust Wales for WBP activities is £325,000 covering 1
Jan 2007 to 31 March 2010. The Year 3 draft budget plan (Apr 09-Mar 2010) is provided at
Annex 1 in addition to a breakdown of Year 2 spending.

Plan/Proposals

It is anticipated that a number of additions and/or updates may be required to the budget in
response to steering group input and these will be included by the support team for
circulation after the meeting.

Action Requested

1. To approve the budget as outlined and suggest any changes required

Wales Biodiversity Week (WBW) 2010

Background/Progress

WBW has run annually since 2002 and is typically held in the second week in June and is
well established on the calendar. Suggested dates for 2010 are 5th -13th June. WBP have
supported the event centrally, providing merchandising, publicity and a centralised web
resource including an interactive events calendar. 2010 will be the International Year for
Biodiversity and there’s an opportunity to complement the campaign in Wales.

Action Requested
2. To agree WBW 2010 approach and confirm dates
3. To suggest event(s) to mark International Year for Biological Diversity 2010

WBP Conference 2009 Reminder

WBP conference 16th and 17th Sep, “Celebrating Success: planning the next steps for
Wales”, University of Glamorgan, Pontypridd. The conference booking form is available
on the WBP website

UK BAP Conference 2009 Reminder
The suggested date(s) and location are 6 - 7th Oct, University of York (but final details yet
to be confirmed). The theme will involve economics and the valuation of biodiversity.

WBP Conference 2010

A location and venue is required for the 2010 conference. Suggested locations - Mid Wales
or North Wales. Suggested dates: 8-9th Sep; 15th - 16th Sep 2010

Action Requested

4. To finalise location and date of WBP Conference 2010
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