WBP Biodiversity Champions Training Day 2nd October 2009
National Park Visitor Centre, Libanus, near Brecon

Delivered by Margaret Underwood BBNPA Biodiversity Champion and Gareth Ellis BBNPA Biodiversity Officer.

Thanks to Deb Hill WLGA/City & County of Swansea and Sean McHugh, Wales Biodiversity Partnership for their assistance in facilitating the practical green space management exercise.

Recorded discussion points
1. Final quiz question: How many Champions does it take to save the world?

· Group 1: One committed person or everyone

· Group 2: 9 Billion – everyone

· Group 3: 6 billion – all the citizens of the world

2. What is the Biodiversity Champions Role?

· Support the officers

· Informing other members

· Informing senior officers

· Go around and do an audit

· Ensure compliance with NERC S 40 Duty

· Create Authority level awareness

· Meet officers regularly

Recommended:

· Provide a glossary of acronyms

· WAG to copy Champions into information sharing with senior officers

· Provide information in bite-sized chunks

3. Practical exercise – plan development of an urban fringe green space 

· Find out what is there first

· Undertake a biodiversity and physical audit

· Undertake community audits

· Contact CCW

· Decide what to do with low-lying wet grassland

· Acquire additional land

· Create an access from the school

· Seek more funding

· Create informal and informal areas

· Constraints:

· Any designations and protected species

· UDP/LDP policies

· Parking limits

4. Commitment to action

· Champions to meet regularly (1-3 times per year)

· Run similar session in North Wales

· Opportunities to set up an email group for member champions to exchange information and ideas.

5. EVALUATION

GOOD/BAD:

· Very good, very enjoyable way to pass on info – pity more “Champions” did not attend.

· Endorse comments above – very good mix of theory and practical

· Excellent – not over formal but very instructive

· Very constructive, well run, the day has been a great success

· Very good day – good interaction and presentation – learnt loads

· Relaxed atmosphere and much more interesting than one presentation after another

· Excellent day, constructive and many issues aired

· Very good thank you. Was great meeting everyone and able to share concerns and learn relevant issues.

ANYTHING MISSING?

· More Welsh cakes – really good

· Agreed1 (with statement above)

· Thanks for an excellent seminar. Very informative, pictorially helpful. A lot to assimilate for a relatively new Champion. Venue superb. Food delectable. Presenters were confident and attentive.

Comment from trainers:

Special thanks should be extended to all participants for their input, willingness to enter discussion and kind feedback. This type of interactive session is only successful if the participants get involved and so the success of the day is down to the positive manner in which Champions approached the day.

One of the key highlights of the day was the peer to peer discussions that took place and enabled one member champion in particular to get practical help and advice from other member champions. 

