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Introduction
Biodiversity is the variety of life.
Our health, economy and quality of
life depend upon natural
resources. Here in Wales, we are
privileged enough to enjoy a
fantastic diversity of wildlife and
habitats. Protecting Welsh
biodiversity benefits local
communities and the economy and
inspires individual and
communities to improve their
natural environment.

These case studies may inspire
organisations, businesses,
communities and individuals to
consider the wider benefits of
sustaining a healthy Welsh
environment rich in biodiversity. The
examples described here offer a
brief snapshot of the fantastic
variety of biodiversity action taking
place in Wales -benefiting
biodiversity and people.

These success stories feature in
seven themes:
Community involvement
Projects involving and run by community and/or
voluntary groups, working together to establish, manage
and enhance local wildlife sites and to monitor wildlife in
their neighbourhoods.

Nature and the economy
Projects where businesses and the private sector are
contributing to biodiversity conservation or where
biodiversity projects and grant schemes are
strengthening the local economy.

Environmentally friendly tourism
Local tourism initiatives that are working to protect and
raise awareness of biodiversity and promote
responsible use of natural resources.

Improving quality of life
Projects where biodiversity improvements are linked to
improved health, well-being and access opportunities
for the whole community.

Learning through biodiversity
Projects with a strong emphasis on environmental
education and biodiversity awareness.

Biodiversity and planning
Projects where biodiversity improvements were
integrated with national and local planning policy
provision.

Climate change and connectivity
Projects involving habitat management targeting
strategic ‘landscape’ areas to counter the effects of
climate change and habitat fragmentation.

This is a web-based document and will be periodically revised and updated. If you would like to submit a biodiversity success story,
please contact Sean McHugh (s.mchugh@welshwildlife.org) at the Wales Biodiversity Partnership Support team. You can download
case study template forms from the WBP web site (www.biodiversitywales.org.uk) or request forms from the WBP Support Team.
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Five New Local Nature Reserves
Location: Blaenau Gwent
Initiated by: Blaenau Gwent LBAP Partnership

Partners
 Blaenau Gwent's Biodiversity partnership

 Local community groups including Tredegar
Estates Maintenance Services, Tredegar
Development Trust, Pathways, Friends of
Parc Nant Y Waun, Cwmtillery Lakes
Environmental Action Network (CLEAN)
Beaufort Hills Pond and Woodland
Preservation Society

 Countryside Council for Wales

Contact
Claire Pooley

Claire.Pooley@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk

Project Origins
In 2009, five local sites in Blaenau Gwent were officially recognised as Local Nature
Reserves.  The sites included Beaufort Hills Pond and Woodland, Cwmtillery Lakes,
Parc Bryn Bach, Parc Nant y Waun, Sirhowy Hill Woodlands and Cardiff Pond.
Following the declaration by Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council and the

Countryside Council for Wales, events were organised at each site to celebrate its
new status.  Just one of these was 'earthly encounters, which was held at Parc Nant Y
Waun.  The day was filled with games and activities for all the local schools and
residents, including pond dipping and wildlife walks.

Local Nature Reserves play a key role in conserving important areas of natural open
green space, which have an important value for biodiversity and local people.  As
Local Nature Reserves, these sites offer protection to a range of species and habitats
in addition to providing education and recreation resources.

The Countryside Council for Wales has designated all five as Local Nature Reserves.
Councillor Don Wilcox, Blaenau Gwent Council's Executive Member for Regeneration,
said: "We are very proud to have these five green spaces of such outstanding natural
beauty on our doorstep - now accessible to everyone so they can be enjoyed by the
young an old alike.  "Until recently, our only designated Local Nature Reserve was at
Silent Valley near Cwm. We are confident that these new nature reserves will provide
a boost to the area by providing locals and visitors with improved health and quality of
life opportunities.  "We are grateful to the volunteers who help out at these reserves
and we work closely with Blaenau Gwent's Biodiversity partnership and local
community groups including Tredegar Development Trust, Pathways, Friends of Parc
Nant Y Waun, Cwmtillery Lakes Environmental Action Network (CLEAN) Beaufort Hills
Pond and Woodland Preservation Society. Thank you to them all."

Blaenau Gwent Council will manage the newly designated reserves in partnership with
the Countryside Council for Wales. Each Reserve has a management plan, so that the
sites can be developed for both wildlife and people's enjoyment.

Getting There
Details of Blaenau Gwent’s Local Nature Reserves are available on CCW’s web site
on www.ccw.gov.uk

Project theme: Community involvement

Parc Nant Y Waun
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Caerphilly in Bloom(wildlife garden and
wildlife allotment category)
Location:Caerphilly

Initiated by:Caerphilly County Borough Council and the
Caerphilly Biodiversity Partnership

Partners

ð§ Caerphilly County Borough Council

ð§ Caerphilly Biodiversity Partnership

Contact

Margaret Iles

ilesm@caerphilly.gov.uk

01495 235450

Project Origins

The Caerphilly In Bloom competition has been running for many years and it has
included a private and schools wildlife garden category for the last 7 years, which is
sponsored by the Caerphilly Biodiversity Partnership. It promotes the creation of
attractive and welcoming gardens for both wildlife and people.

Due to the increasing interest in the wildlife garden categories, this year we decided to
create a wildlife allotment category. We had 6 entrants and already they were of an
excellent standard. The competition promotes the local environment and encourages
wildlife in gardens. This adds to the variety of plants and animals in local areas as well
as in Caerphilly county borough.

The judges (partners from the Caerphilly Biodiversity Partnership) look for a variety of
features that support wildlife such as nest boxes, bird tables/feeders, hedges, ponds,
log piles, etc. A variety of wild plants that provide food and refuge for wildlife all year
round. Also the sensitive use of natural resources such as making compost, using
peat-free products, the collection and use of rainwater, alternatives to pesticides, etc.
and the creation of habitats.

The wildlife gardens and wildlife allotment entrants are spectacular and of an
extremely high standard. The refuges that they offer for many species of our wildlife is
amazing. All of the entrant€s gardens and allotments were alive with birds, butterflies
and bees. The ideas andhours of labour invested in them are fantastic and every year
they just get better and better, with more and more surprises.

Project theme:Community Involvement
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